
Agri-Food Opportunities are grown 
in Ontario, Canada 

Canada has 14 border crossings with the United States 
and access to 142 million consumers within one 
day’s drive. Five international airports, 80 regional 
airports and access to international shipping ports 
help connect the Ontario Food Cluster communities 
with the world.

Connect with the Ontario  
Food Cluster today. 
Contact a representative to find out how we can help.

Ontario has competitive 
advantages including:

• Existing workforce of over 860,000 agri-food 
workers 

•  $47.3 billion in annual agri-food GDP

• Canada’s Global Skills Strategy can provide 
processing for recruiting highly skilled 
employees in two weeks

• Trade agreements granting access to global 
markets of over $65 trillion ($50 trillion USD)

• Highly competitive corporate tax rates with 
leading R&D advantages

As producers and consumers seek reliable 
sources for food quality, safety standards and 
processing methods at competitive prices, the 
Ontario Food Cluster welcomes international 
investments to join more than 3,000 agri-food 
companies.

Other Members
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Ministry of Rural Affairs
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Ontario Regional Office
Global Affairs Canada



The Ontario Food Cluster is located within one 
of the world’s most aggressive trading nations, 
with access to over 460 million North American 
consumers through the Canada-United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (CUSMA). 

Canada’s trade agreements offer Ontario 
companies access to global markets valued at 
over $65 trillion ($50 trillion USD) and 1.7 billion 
consumers. 

Attraction for global investment 
and trade

Advantageous Trading 
Relationships
The Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA) entered into force on July 1, 2020. Building on 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) from 
1994, the United States, Mexico and Canada created the 
largest free trade region in the world at the time, generating 
unprecedented economic growth and helping to raise the 
standard of living for the people of all three member countries. 
By strengthening the rules and procedures governing trade 
and investment, this agreement has proved to be a solid 
foundation for building Canada’s prosperity and has set a 
valuable example of the benefits of trade liberalization for the 
rest of the world.

The Canada-European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) ensures 
98% of EU tariffs are duty-free for Canadian goods and 
guarantees market access to both the EU and North America. 
No other top investment destination in the Americas can offer 
access to all 28 EU Member States. 

The Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) gives companies operating in Canada preferential 
access to one of the largest trading blocs in the world, 
including key markets in Asia and Latin America.

Ontario’s expanding agri-food cluster 
includes internationally focused 
companies including:
• General Mills Canada
• Bonduelle
• Mondelez
• Parmalat
• Grissin Bon
• Kraft Heinz
• Labatt Breweries of Canada
• Maple Leaf Foods
• Kellogg Canada
• Saputo

• Sleeman Breweries
• Royal Canin Canada
• Dare Foods
• Ferrero Canada
• Dr. Oetker Canada
• McCormick Canada
• Cargill Canada
• George Weston Ltd.
• Unilever
• and more!

Canada ranked #1 
in Quality of Life 
ahead of Sweden, Denmark, 

Norway and Switzerland 
according to World 

Report



The AgriInnovation Program focuses on 
investments that expand the sector’s capacity to develop 
and commercialize new products and technologies 

• • •
In addition to the direct programs for business 
support, the lower healthcare costs to employers thanks to 
the universal healthcare system average one-third that of 
the United States. 

• • •
In research-driven Ontario, companies take 
advantage of a Canadian R&D tax incentive program that is 
one of the most generous in the world. 

Lower Corporate Taxes
A key factor in Canada’s superior economic performance is 
lower corporate income taxes. Canada’s Marginal Effective Tax 
Rates (METRs) have been on a downward trend since 2000 as 
a result of federal and provincial actions. The average METR 
stands at 13.7 per cent in 2019. Ontario enjoys a competitive 
tax rate in a number of sectors including manufacturing where 
the sub-national rate is lower than many of the proximate state 
level rates in the US.

Source: Meyer-Robinson, Robert. Canadian Industrial Outlook: Food 
Manufacturing—September 2019. Ottawa: The Conference Board of Canada, 2019
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Canada’s Agricultural Exports to the US 
= $24.0 billion including:

Agri-Food Trade Service (ATS) provides centralized 
access to market information, trade counselling and 
export supported activities.

• • •
Accelerated Investment Incentive provides 
an enhanced capital cost allowance (CCA) on 
equipment purchases. Full expensing in the first year for 
manufacturing and processing (M&P) and clean energy 
equipment purchases was also introduced as part of the 
Accelerated Investment Incentive. 

• • •
The Strategic Innovation Fund’s (SIF) objective 
is to spur innovation for a better Canada by providing 
funding for large projects (over $10 million in requested 
contribution).The program serves to simplify application 
processes, accelerate processing, and provide assistance 
that is more responsive and focused on results.

Government-supported programs include: 

$2.7 
billion

$2.3 
billion

$1.6 
billion

$2.8 
billion

$1.4 
billion
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Take advantage of 
the Ontario Food 
Cluster today.

Canada’s Strong Economic 
Fundamentals
The compelling list of reasons to join other international 
agri-food investors already succeeding in Ontario starts with 
Canada’s stellar economic fundamentals, such as: 

•  World’s soundest banking system, according to the 
World Economic Forum 

• First G20 member to have made itself a tariff-free zone for 
manufacturers by eliminating tariffs on inputs, machinery 
and equipment 

•  Outperforms G-7 peers in terms of job creation, 
economic growth, income growth and debt-to GDP ratio 

•  Lowest R&D costs in the G7

• High quality of life featuring publicly funded healthcare 

• A commitment to the rule of law and a strong justice system

• 55 university and college programs concentrating on 
agriculture, food and nutritional science and culinary arts

• Canada ranked 14th in the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Competitiveness Index while ranking in a tie for first in 
macro-economic stability

• Canada is seen as the second least corrupt country among 
G20 members and 12th globally. (Transparency International, 2019)

• Canada’s average Marginal Effective Tax Rate is the 
lowest in the G7 and below the average of the OECD.

• Supply management of dairy, poultry and eggs ensures 
stable prices for these inputs.
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For more information about the Ontario Food 
Cluster and available tax incentive programs, visit: 

ontariofoodcluster.com

Ontario’s complementary economic 
sectors help drive innovation that 
supports the agri-food industry. 

R&D Advantages
Canada’s R&D tax incentive program is one of the most 
generous in the world; when tax credits are factored in, the 
after-tax cost of $100 in R&D spending can be reduced to less 
than $41.22. 

Canada invests more in higher education R&D as a share of the 
economy than does any other G7 country and it offers one of 
the most favourable tax treatments for R&D among the G7. 

The Canadian system of tax credits and accelerated tax 
deductions covers eligible costs including agri-food business 
salaries, over-head, capital equipment, and materials. These 
tax-based incentives permit Ontario-based companies to 
significantly reduce R&D and other costs through direct 
investment or sub-contracting in the province. 

A Diverse Talent Base
Most of Canada’s population of 37 million people live within 
200 kilometers of the United States. 

Ontario’s population of more than 14 million people make it 
one of North America’s largest jurisdictions and is comprised of 
a young, diverse and highly educated workforce. 

Companies have access to talent from around the globe with 
29% of Ontarians born outside of Canada and with more than  
150 languages spoken in the province. 68% of Ontario 
adults possess post secondary education, higher than any 
other OECD country. 
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